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Seme af the richest oil fields inn@m;gi; located i‘n—urewau'é Just

P

. outside Vienna. Under Soviet direction, th million t
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exercised control over the remaining 2% used by the Austrian economy.

Early in 1952 the Boviets issued a stern order to the Augtrien oil well opera-
tors to increase their production of crude oil. As a result s the wells sre
being operated twenty-four hours a day. As of 30 June 1952, the rate of oil
production from these wells was four million tons per year,

Results of a survey of Austrian coal deposits Just completed for the Austrian
govermment show only twenty-one cosl mines in all of Austria. In general, the
coal from these mines is of poor quality and much of it can bs burned only with
great difficulty. The survey showed that the total deposits available in these
twenty-one mines are less than the normal Yyearly production of brown coal in.
Germany. For this reason the Austrinns are sericusly concerned over the fuel
shortage and gver their predicament nf not being free to use their oil in
exchenge for coal. '

The Soviets have created further problems for the Austrians in directing the
production of gasoline by the cracking of petroleum. Just cutside Vienna in
the Soviet Zone is an old thermal cracking plant which is cperated by the
Austriens under Soviet supervision. This plant has been producing 30% gasoline
from cracked petroleum cantaining 7/ gesoline. The Soviets insisted that the
gesoline production of this plant could be doubled. Austrien engineers tried
to explain the physical lmpossibility of doing this with the equipment on hand.
The Soviets forced them to double the input of crude oil through the cracking
plant with the result that the gasoline yleld fell to 7%, which was the gasoline
content of the crude oil before erecling. The Soviets then demanded that the
operaters increase the loput tenfpld. Since this was far in excess of the
plant's capacity, the cracking chember simply acted as a pre-heater for the
distilling column. Consequently, elthough the Soviets are still getting only
T yield from the totel input of crule oll, they insist that since Oghe input
was increased ten times, they now are gbtaining ten times - 70%, yield of
gasolikpproyed Faringlans 200602/ Rs 9&&02539@‘1‘15'3911&&09@%98@2&’ under these
conditions and the geeoline that is obtained conteins some diesel oil.
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Another instande of Soviet complications is their attempt to extract gaselioe
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. ually no attempt is made to extract it. The Soviets recently ordered the

Austriems to extract thip gasoline. A SQviet petroltum expert raguired the
Austrian operators to pass the wet gas through & tower of activated charqgoal
%10 extract the gasoline. The gae ceme out of the wells at a pressure of 200
atmosvheres and eince the tower is not designed for such high pressures, the
gas blew out all the charcodl. Under Soviet orders, the gas that cobas oul

of the wall is Pfirst expanded to eatmospheri¢ pressure, then passed through

the extractor, and finally compressed bask to 200 atmospheres pressure by
electric power. The amount of gasoline thus obtaimed ie saild to be negligible.

Samples of 0il, coal, and naturel ges ar® sent by the Soviets to Professor
Peters® at the Technical University of Vignnia for testing begausa Chis
institution has a testing - laboratory supported by the Auttrian government.
So far, the Soviets have not pald for this service although they promise to
do ao.  The samples come maeinly frgm thg Soviet ¢persted oil end coal fields
of Austrie. BSoviet Operdted factories using thie oil and coel also submit
gemples to .this laBoratory for enslysis without paying for the service.
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